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Atila Huseyin is known in jazz and blues circles the world over.
With a full-length album and new E.P. under his belt, he’s performed
with industry legends who are eyeing his unique brand of sound and
song as the genre’s next big thing. Now, the London-based crooner
is back in Doha to host this year’s Qatar Choice Awards on
February 9 at the Renaissance Doha City Center hotel. We find out
more about the man with the velvet voice.
QH: You’ve made quite a name for yourself
this past decade on the international big
band, jazz and blues scene. Tell us how you
found yourself in the spotlight – where did
your roots begin?
AH: I actually started my career as a
saxophonist in a big band at the age of 12. It
was through playing big band music that at the
age of 16 I began to listen to the greats like
Frank Sinatra, Nat King Cole and Mel Tormé.
It was then that I decided I wanted to become
a singer and nothing was going to stand in my
way. I knew I had to put many hours a day into
crafting my voice while learning and studying

the lyric writers of the era to make me the
singer I am today. I have had many humbling
experiences and some great opportunities
throughout my 16 years of singing which have
helped me get to where I am today. I am very
thankful to those people who helped me climb
the ladder and always look forward to the great
people I’m yet to meet in this business.
QH: You’ve had the opportunity to tour
with some true legends, such as Buddy
Greco and even Sir Michael Parkinson
and Sir John Dankworth have sung your
praises. What’s been your most memorable
encounter with one of the greats?

Atila sings the blues

AH: Performing with the BBC Concert Orchestra
and Michael Parkinson was a great show. Even
singing alongside the 80’s stars Paul Young and
Kenny Lynch was a thrill. However touring the
UK and Palm Springs with Buddy Greco was by
far the most memorable experience of my career
to date. Buddy found himself always hanging
out and singing with greats like Frank Sinatra,
Dean Martin and Sammy Davis Jr. back in the
50’s. Travelling and performing around the UK
with Buddy and listening to his stories and
experiences with Frank Sinatra and the mafia
at that time in Vegas was just mind-blowing,
especially as Tony Bennett and Buddy are the
only two left from that era of Italian crooners.
The best part is Buddy and I have since remained
very close friends.
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QH: You’ve performed and collaborated
with the BBC Concert Orchestra and have
also been featured on numerous big band
and jazz programming on BBC Radio 2.
Would you say we’re witnessing a modern
revival of these genres – or have they really
never left our collective ear, so to speak?
AH: My personal opinion is that they have never
really left our collective ear but just been pushed
to the back of the queue. Behind the scenes
there is a rich source of jazz and big band music
and an equally healthy amount of music lovers,
the music of today just takes precedence over
the big band era and great sounds of the 40’s
and 50’s. I feel it’s wonderful that artists like
Robbie Williams, Michael Bublè and myself
bring the era back to the 21st century.
QH: You have a new E.P. out, Yours Tonight.
What has the feedback been to your new
tracks and can we expect a new full-length
studio album any time soon?
AH: The E.P was a great hit for many ears and I
have had nothing but good comments regarding
the recording. It was a real pleasure to be part
of an amazing project and I would like to get
another full orchestral and big band album
together. However I am currently trying to get
the right sponsor on board for the funding of this
very demanding, challenging and lengthy project.
QH: You were here recently performing
at the Doha Marriott for their New Year’s
Eve gala – was that your first time in
Qatar? If so, what were your impressions
of the country?
AH: Qatar is a very beautiful and picturesque
country with very warm and welcoming people.
This was my second time performing here
in Qatar. I had the privilege of performing a
few years ago at the 10th anniversary at the
InterContinental Hotel for [one of the] sheikhs.

With Buddy Greco (left) and Sir Michael Parkins
on

I really enjoy travelling to Doha and I’m always
surrounded by a great and attentive team of
people whom I hope to work with a little more
often throughout the coming months.
QH: What are you looking forward to the
most about being back to host this year’s
Qatar Choice Awards? Can we expect to
hear some new tracks from you?
AH: I’m looking forward to working alongside the
team again and having the opportunity to perform
with the Doha Jazz big band. I have some great
and exciting new arrangements that I can’t wait
to perform for the hospitality on the evening.
Most of all I’m looking forward to choreograph
both the singing and hosting elements of the
evening and bringing it all together.
QH: What’s a typical day in your life like
when you’re on tour?
AH: When on tour, besides the rehearsing and
preparation for the performances, I always like
to make the most of the culture the city has to
offer. An example of my recent visit to Qatar over
New Year’s was to kick back, grab a shisha, a
cup of traditional tea in the Souq and just watch
the people going about their everyday business
in the market. The bonus on this occasion was
that Etihad also sponsored my wife to fly over
with me so I guess the experience shared was
double the enjoyment.
Other experiences have included the rich history
of Istanbul, the city lights of Kuala Lumpur and
the many states of the U.S.A. I guess this is
what keeps a smile on my face aside from all the
work that goes into giving a great performance.
QH: Do you ever get stage-fright? What’s
the funniest or most nerve-wracking thing
that’s happened to you on-stage?

AH: I would say that stage-fright is a thing
vof the past for me however there are odd
moments when I’m caught off guard and those
butterflies creep back into my stomach. I can say
that it only adds to the thrill of standing up there
and performing.
The funniest thing I would have to say was
performing a whole event with my fly undone. It
was only at the end of the event when someone
came up to me and told me that everyone in the
front row was aware. The most nerve-wracking
experience was when I first met and performed
on stage alongside the legendary Buddy Greco...
What more can I say!
QH: After your stint at the QCA, where
are you headed next? Do you have more
appearances or tours planned?
AH: I’m currently working with an agent on
a project in Istanbul. We’re organizing a tour
of jazz clubs which will be taking place over
the next few months. I’ve also been asked to
perform at a high-profile event in Marrakesh
however I’m afraid I can’t reveal any names at
this point.
QH: When you’re not jetting around the
world, describe your ideal down-time. How
do you like to relax?
AH: Simplicity is the key for me. I find my most
relaxing and rewarding moments when I’m
spending time with my family. I would personally
like to thank both Moona Whitice for having me
as part of the QCA in February and Etihad for
sponsoring me yet again for the performance
and a very comfortable flight. n
Want more Atila? Follow his latest updates
and check out his music at www.atila.co.uk.
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